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Kevin Kish, a noted civil rights attorney, was appointed by 
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. on December 29, 2014 to be 
director of California’s Department of Fair Employment and 
Housing (DFEH), the largest state civil rights agency in the nation.  
 
Kish was previously with Bet Tzedek Legal Services in Los Angeles, 
one of the nation’s premier public interest law firms.  As director of 
the firm’s Employment Rights Project, Kish led the firm’s 
employment litigation, policy, and outreach initiatives. His cases 

focused on combatting violations of minimum labor standards in low-wage industries 
and human trafficking for forced labor. He led trial and appellate teams in employment 
and trafficking suits, including prevailing in the first civil case to reach a jury verdict 
under the California Trafficking Victims Protection Act.    
 
A graduate of Yale Law School, Kish developed and teaches an employment-law clinic at 
Loyola Law School and frequently speaks on issues related to poverty, employment, 
human trafficking and human rights.  
 




